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Chairman warns Niagara C 
By CAROLYN KUMA 
Niagara Gazette 

The state must stop thinking of hazardous 
waste as a regional problem and realize lt 
affects all of New York, the chairman of the 
Assembly Republican Program Committee 
said Monday. 

Assemblyman Anthony J. Casale, R.Wer. 
kimer, said the state must stop treating Ni. 
a ara County as its dumping ground and 
b f amed the state Department of Environ. 
mental Conservation for fostering that no. 
tion. 

Casale met with the Gazette editorial 
board Monday during a legislative visit to 
Western New York. 

"The impression in Central New York is, if 
you've got a lot of crap, send it to Niagara 
County," CasaIe said. "And the DEC is part- 
ly to blame because it says don't burn it, 
don't bury it, but get rid of it." 

Casale said there are no municipal landfills 

and only one private 
landfill in his county. 
The s ta te ' s  l a r g e s t  
hazardous waste treat. 
ment and disposal fa- 
cilities, SCA Chemical 
Serv ices ,  Inc .  and  
CECOS International 
Inc., are in Niagara 
Couaty. 

The assemblyman 
also said the proposed 
$1.45 Environ- 

mental Quality Bond dct is not enough to ad- 
equately clean up toxic waste sites in the 
state. 

The bond act would set aside $1.2 billion to 
clean up the state's hazardous waste sites 
and 850  million for land acquisition, historic 
preservation and municipal parks. It will be 
voted on in November. 
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"Managemed of solid waste is n o t m e a l  ( 

issue. It shoould be treated just as the state 
treats trans ortatioon and educational is- i 
sues." he saii. "The state is being a dictator. 
not a partner." 

Casale said the bond act is a "smorgas. 1 
board approach" to dealing with toxics and 
that, since the funds are not earmarked for 1 
areas, it is not known which sites will be re. I 
mediated. We also said the DEC isbignoring 
that the transportation of wastes is as much 
an issue as disposing of wastes. 

Casale and Assemblyman John Sheffer, R- 
Amherst, also discussed the ProjeciC;990 re- 
port written by Sheffer. That report is an 
analysis of how the State Legislature can be 
improved in terms of management and cost- 
effectiveness. 

Included in the report are reeommenda- 
tions to eliminate extra legislative stipends 
or "lulus" and to create a private sector ad- 
visory board for the Legislature. 
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